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“We do not take possession of our ideas, but are possessed by them. 
They master us and force us into the arena, 
Where, like gladiators, we must fight for them.” 
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PHILADELPHIA—A STUDY IN POLITICAL PSY- 
CHOLOGY. 


HE true root, the festering sore spot of Pennsylvania 
political corruption is the city of Philadelphia. It is here 
that fraudulent voting flourishes, a rank weed that is never cut 
down by the sharp sword of Justice. It is here that the polit- 
ical gang that rules the State with a rod of iron finds the votes 
necessary to its purpose. It is conservatively estimated that 
there are sufficient fraudulent votes cast in the city at each elec- 
tion, with the negro votes, which are almost a solid unit for the 
so-called Republican party, to give an overwhelming majority 
to the bosses against which the feeble Philadelphia reform party 
is powerless. 

A scientific study of the political habits, customs and char- 
acter of the citizens of this ill-starred city will well repay us by 
exhibiting many interesting phenomena. For this is the city 
whose inhabitants for a generation, and with many submissive 
protests, have drunk typhoid fever from its polluted Schuylkill 
River, who recently, and with the like submissive protests, 
allowed their mayor to publicly fling away unopened an offer of 
$2,500,000 for street railway franchises that the next day he 
gave away to the members of the political ring that rule the 
State and city. For this gift of the city the Rapid Transit Com- 
pany paid $2,000,000, so the newspapers report a director of the 











